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OUR DISTRICT MEETINGS ARE:
October 8th 2006  Post 142

November 19th 2006   Post 222

December 10th 2006  Christmas Party

January 21st 2007  Post 36

February 18th 2007  Post 304

March 18th 2007  Post 310

April 15th 2007  Post TBA

April 29th 2007 Spring Picnic Elks Lodge

May 20th 2007  Post TBA

June 2007 District Constitution  Post TBA

Please check our website or call me for information on each
months meeting.  954-441-8735 or 954-559-3202.

American  Legion increases dues

According to Kenneth D. Danilson, National

Finance Commission of the American Legion, “It’s

simple math. The last dues increase was more than

13 years ago. Services and programs of the

American Legion have continued to grow.”

Danilson says. “As an organization, we cannot

afford to not have a dues increase. The last dues

increase in 1993 was $3.50. Adjusted for inflation,

$3.50 in 1993 equaled $4.73 in 2005 and many

economists believe inflation will get worse in

coming years. We predicted the last increase would

last eight to 10 years, but we resisted adding

another one for 23 years.”

He also reported that employees at the American

Legion National Headquarters have been reduced

from 301 employees in 1994 to 260 in 2006. The

proposed $4.50 increase was voted upon at the

National Convention and delegates approved the

dues hike proposal.

From Your District Commander

ALL POST COMMANDERS:  A MINIMUM $4.50
SURCHARGE ON EVERY MEMBER NOT SIGNED UP
By District Commander Paul Renneisen

Due to processing time, ALL DISTRICT 9 COMMANDERS
ARE NOW NOTIFIED THAT DUES MUST BE IN BY
DECEMBER 15, 2006 TO AVOID THE DUES INCREASE.

Here is how it works.  Based on processing time the
Department needs to meet the January deadline on national
per capita dues increase of $ 4.50, that part of your
membership dues that goes to national, we need to get each
Post adjutant to get the dues PAPERWORK WITH A
CHECK into Department by December.

The penalty is HUGE.  YOU MUST REACH 100% by
December 15th, to avoid paying an EXTRA $4.50 per
member to Department of Florida.  THEY WILL NOT
HONOR YOUR DUES UNLESS PAID AT THE HIGHER
RATE.  YOU WILL BE BILLED AND CONSIDERED
DELINQUENT WITH ALL THE PENALTIES THAT GO
WITH THAT STATUS.

TO AVOID THIS, get on the telephones, drive to the nursing
homes, go to the apartment complexes and knock on the
doors.  All members must pay up OR pay MORE.
Unfortunately the BULK MAILERS will NOT BE
UPDATED unless YOU VOTED AND PASSED AND
INFORMED DEPARTMENT BY NOW OF YOUR DUES
INCREASE to cover the NATIONAL INCREASE.

Your members will ARGUE that they should only pay the old
rate.  Now what?  The Post is out the difference.  DO NOT
GET CAUGHT.  Pay those dues early to avoid the $4.50
increase.  Avoid upset members by telling them TOO that
they get a $4.50 bargain by GETTING THEIR DUES IN.
Don’t sit on them.  As you get them get them in.  You can
imagine how busy they will be this Christmas processing dues
at department.  The NEC dropped this on us by resolution.

Please save this newsletter which contains a calendar of social
events for 2006-2007.  I want you to talk to me at the socials
about the dues increase as well as other issues.  I look forward
to meeting you.

Yours in service for God and Country,

PAUL RENNEISEN
9th District Commander
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Submitted by Vito Rao

INDIANAPOLIS (Sept. 12, 2006) - Following

markup of a bill by the House Judiciary Committee

last week that would stop courts from awarding

taxpayer dollars in attorney’s fees in litigation

against religious symbols on veterans memorials,

the leader of the nation’s largest wartime veterans

organization today called on all Americans to urge

their congressman and senators to pass it and a

companion measure in the Senate.

“With only 18 legislative days left in this Congress

before the election recess, I ask every American

that cherishes the religious heritage given to us by

our Founding Fathers to take a minute today to call

their Congressman and both Senators,” said

American Legion National Commander Paul A.

Morin. “Legal attacks against veterans memorials

that display religious symbols must not be

rewarded by judges reaching into taxpayer pockets

to enlarge the coffers of organizations such as the

ACLU to encourage more lawsuits against our

traditions and memorials.

”HR 2679, the Public Expression of Religion Act

introduced by Representative John Hostettler and

its companion piece in the Senate introduced by

Senator Sam Brownback as S. 3696, the “Veterans’

Memorials, Boy Scouts, Public Seals, and Other

Public Expressions of Religion Protection Act of

2006,” would amend U.S. statutes to eliminate the

chilling effect on the constitutionally protected

expression of religion by state and local officials

that results from the threat that potential litigants

may seek damages and attorney’s fees.

The American Legion has fought for passage of this

reform legislation since the ACLU sued the Mojave

Desert WWI Veterans Memorial and obtained a

federal judge’s order to destroy the solitary cross at

that veterans’ memorial. The ACLU then sought,

and received, $63,000 from that same judge as an

attorney fee award--although neither the ACLU nor

its mascot plaintiff -- had any actual attorney fees.

The $63,000 went directly into ACLU coffers as

profit.

Most Americans remain unaware the ACLU and

other organizations have been reaping millions of

dollars in taxpayer-paid attorney’s fees from

lawsuits against veterans memorials, the Boy

Scouts, the public display of the Ten

Commandments and other symbols of America’s

religious heritage. In recent testimony to the

Senate, Rees Lloyd, former ACLU attorney and

Department of California District 21 Commander,

provided these examples of ACLU awards of

taxpayer money: Approximately $950,000 in

attorney fees was awarded to the ACLU in a

settlement with the City of San Diego in its lawsuit

to drive the Boy Scouts out of Balboa Park. In the

Judge Roy Moore Ten Commandments case, the

ACLU received $500,000. In a recent “Intelligent

Design” case against a school board, the ACLU

received $2,000,000 in attorney fees by order of a

judge--although the law firm that represented the

ACLU informed the court and public that it had

acted pro bono and waived any attorney fees; these

fees were pure profit to the ACLU.

“If the ACLU feels it has to bring lawsuits that most

Americans abhor, it should at least have the

decency not to assess these to the taxpayers to make

a profit,” Morin said. “We are calling on our

representatives in the House and Senate to sponsor

and support PERA, bring it to the floor for a vote,

or explain why they will not. I ask my fellow

Americans to join us in this effort.

”Senators and Members of Congress may be sent

an email or obtain a telephone contact number

through The American Legion Legislative Action

Center: The American Legion publication, In the

Footsteps of the Founders - A Guide to Defending

American Values, provides detailed information

and is available free on request to pr@legion.org
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Past District Commander Gene Campbell (Left)

is greeted by Past District Commander Helen

Gaekle during the Past Commanders 80th

birthday? Who’s the oldest?

9th District President’s Message

I am so proud of all the Units in the Ninth District.

Thanks to all your efforts, as of 9/8/06, the Ninth District was

still in first place in membership with 57.45%.  keep up the

good work.

I so enjoyed visiting each Unit during the Installation of

Officers.  Good luck to all of you in working on all our

programs.  If you have any questions, please contact either

myself or any of the District Chairman. And also, let me know

what your Unit is doing so I can include it in my quarterly

reports to the Department.

Department Fall Conference will be on October 20, 21 and 22

at the Rosen Center in Orlando. I am looking forward to

seeing many of you there.

As all of you know, Department President Linda McKeon’s

theme this year is “Lets Rock for a Record Breaking Year”

and she is using music from the 50’s & 60’s.  Since I have

been into country for years now, I stayed with the music and

my theme for the District is “God Bless the USA.” At this

time in the history of our country, I can’t think of a better one.

Respectfully,

Elaine Kledzik

Legionaires,

I am ninth district American Legion Boy Scout

Commissioner. I urge all American Legion Posts to support

the Boy Scout program one way or another. If the Post does

not sponsor a Boy Scout Unit it can help in other ways, like

letting them use your hall for fun raisers, training sections,

etc. Honor Guard Cermories, Flag Retirements, Sponsor 1 or

2 boys for summer camp,Give out Eagle Scout Certificates, or

any other way you can help the Boy Scout Program.

Andy Buglione

American Legion and Boy Scout Commissioner

email: andyscoutman@bellsouth.net

Boy Scouts News

District 9 Upcoming Activities

Post 304 will hold their OctoberFest on October 21,
2006 Please call the Post for times 954-921-7532

Jungle Queen Riverboat on November 4th, 2006 at
6pm .  While at dinner you will enjoy an All New
Hilarious Variety Revue. Prices are $38.00 and for
children 2-12 price is $22.00, under 2 Free.

The 9th District Ball will be held on November
11th, 2006 at Post 222.  Cocktail at 6:00pm
Dinner at 7:00pm

On December 2nd, the District 9 Christmas Party
with the wets at the Nininger Veterans Nursing
Home, for more information, please contact Vito
Rao.

Saturday, February 3, 2007 SOUTHERN AREA
BALL Social Hour 6:00 PM Dinner at 7:00 PM
Post 222, Fort Lauderdale

Helen Gaekle pins the Past District

Commanders Pin on Gene Campbell during a

special Post 222 ceremonies.
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COMMANDER - Paul Renneisen

 pilotpay@pngusa.net

 954-938-9333

VICE COMMANDER -Billy Gemayel

 Billygema@yahoo.com

 954-987-8941

VICE COMMANDER - Joseph Motes

 joemotes@aol.com

 954-441-8735

ADJUTANT  - Leo Schenone

 loadpool@yahoo.com

 954-553-0434

FINANCE OFFICER - Ray Blanchette

 954-508-4548

SGT-AT-ARMS - T.J. Jones

 tj9dc@aol.com

 954-683-9664

CHAPLIN - Jay Walrond

 swalrond@bellsouth.net

 954-920-1390

HISTORIAN - Hal Fox

 foxunlimited@bellsouth.net

 954-474-5523

JUDGE ADVOCATE - David Scott

2006 - 2007  District 9 Officers

2006-2007 Boosters

Booster moneys are used to help promote, publish and mail

the District 9 newsletters. Wouldn’t you like to be a District 9

Booster member?  Send your $7.00 Booster donation payable

to American Legion District 9 to Joe Motes at:

2133 NW 208 Terrace, Pembroke Pines FL 33029-2320.

Paul Renneisen  Bill Gemayel

Joe Motes  Bonnie G. Hatt

Elaine Kledzik  Lorrie Hess

Mike McGeachy  Nancy & Hal Fox

Jay & Judy Walrond Joan Duva

Jackie Martin  Judy Sessums

Roy Gladde  Chuck & Gayle Moreland

Wayne Powell  Gene Campbell

Ginny Hagemann  Conrad & Shirley Rell

Scott Frieders  Jim & Judi Farney

Ron Wires  Ray Blanchette

V.  Matthew Rao  Joe Kledzik

Leo Scherone  Michael Bombaro

John & Kathy Holmes Russ & Robin Dobbyn

Jim Davidson  Maureen Litsch

Carol Kifner  Pattie & Carl Dupper

Kevin Buchholz  Elizabeth Woods

William Fokken  James & Irene O’Connell

Joseph Gallagher  T.J. Jones

Roy Schofield

Vice Commander’s Report by Joe Motes

Among my projects to raise money for District 9 is the 10
Week Club. It works in this manner, 100 tickets numbered
00-99 are available for a Donation of $20. Each week starting
November 4th for 10 weeks, one number will be picked and
each winner wins $100. I would like to do 3-4 of these during
my term in office.

My other project that I have been working on is the new
District 9 Website, located at: www.aldist9fl.org.  Anyone
wishing to submit items for the website, please email me.

Coming up is the District 9 Jungle Cruise, all Post members
are invited to bring their family members for a 4 hour cruise
and all you can eat BBQ Ribs, Chicken, and Shrimp with all
the trimmings onboard the Jungle Queen Riverboat on
November 4th, 2006 at 6pm.  While at dinner you will enjoy
an All New Hilarious Variety Revue.  Prices are $38.00 and
for children 2-12 price is $22.00, under 2 Free. We will be
cruising from Bahia Mar Yachting Center.  For tickets or
more information, please call me at 954-441-8735 or email
me.

In the January issue, I will be posting more on the District
Picnic as well as other activities.

This is your newsletter, so if you have something you want to
write about out mention about your Post, please mail it or
email it to me.

For God and Country

Treasurer’s Report

We have just completed the final tabulation for the past fiscal

year.  It was a successful year as regards to our financial

position.  We concluded all our programs and bills paid.

Five hundred dollars ($500.00) was left in the checking

account for the fiscal year 2006-2007 as seed money.  In prior

years, this amount was only three hundred dollars ($300.00).

At a regular meeting, it was recommended this be increased to

five hundred dollars ($500.00) and voted on and approved.

The reason for the increase was that at the beginning of each

year there was insufficient time for fund raisers to meet our

needs and obligations.  The balance of twelve hundred dollars

($1,200.00) was donated to various charitable organizations.

Thank you to all who made this past year so successful.  I’m

looking forward to the coming year as even better!

For God and Country

Ray Blanchette

Finance Officer


